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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  19A5. 


Mr,  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  laying  Before  you  the  Report  of  thC^te 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Penistone,  Dr,  A,  G,’ Wilson,  the^j 
statistics  of  which,  were  compiled.  By  him,  short‘i£[y  Before  hie'  death^ 
.In  view  of  the  paper  shortage,  it  has  Been  neoessS'r.ily-ourtail'ed: - 


The  type  of  presentation  I  have  chosen  is;  (1)  all  the  vital 
statistics  for  this  (district,  with  comparisons  Between  the  rest  of 
England  &  Wales,  and,  (2)  some  remarks  upon  Housing,  Water  Supply, 
and  some  remarks  upon  General  Health  &  Hygiene, 


Births,  During  i  9^1-3 >  there  ^Tcre  registered  the  Births  of  S'! 

Boys  and  i*.?'  girls,  giving  a  total  of  3d  live  Births,  The  Birth 
rate  v/as  16*5  per  thousand,  and  that  for  England  &  Y/alcs  was  also 
i6«5  per  thousand.  You  v;ill  notice  that  the  Birth  rates  correspond 
exactly.  But  the  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  rates  arc  oonsidoraBly 
lower  in  PenisBone,  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country,  Thoro  is  a 
popular  fallacy  which  I  v;ould  like  to  correct,  and  that  is,  that  it 
is  safer  for  a  mother  to  have  her  BaBy  in  a  Nursing  Home  than  in  her 
ovm  homo.  This  is  not  so.  The  death  rate  for  mothers  who  have 
BaBies  in  ordinary  clean  homos  is  very  little  different  from  the 
figures  from  often  very  expensive  Nursing  Homes,  In  this  connection,  : 

I  \7ant  to  point  out  as  I  did  many  years  ago,  that  the  mortality  rate  J 

amongst  mothers  in  one  of  the  v;eolthiest  parts  of  London  (Westminster), 
where  the  majority  of  mothers  were  con.finod  in  expensive  Nursing 
Homes,  v/as  just  aBout  the  some  os  for  Jarrov;,  v;hich  V70s  then 
consi(iered  the  most  derelict  and  overcrowded  area  in  England, 

Infantile  Mortality,  In  addition  to  the  total  of  9S’ live 
Births,  there  v;ere  tv;o  still  Births,  V7hich  do  not  affect  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rato,  Tvro  infants  died  Before  reaching  the 
age  of  tv7elvo  months,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rote  of  20* If 
per  thousand-,  feir  Peniston©,  and  49  per  thousand  for  England  &  Wales, 

Deaths.  There  V7ere  50  deaths  out  of  a  population  of  5 >873, 
giving  a  death  rate  of  8*5  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for 
England  &  Wales  waa  12*1  per  thousand,  I  must  v/arn  you  that  though  j 
these  rates  for  Penistone  look  very  good,  it  is  impossiBle  to  get  a 
true  finding,  when  dealing  with  so  small  a  population.  There  was 
no  great  preponderance  of  any  one  cause  of  (deaths.  It  is  v/orthy  ' 

of  remark  that  t\7o  males  died  of  pulmonary  tuBerculosis ,  only  one 
of  influenza,  while  cancer  of  various  organs  caused  the  death  of 
five  males  and  three  females.  It  is  inevitaBle  that  the  longer 
people  live,  the  more  likely  are  they  to  die  of  cancer,  v/hich  is 
a  disease  of  late  age.  No  road  traffic  deaths  v;oro  reported. 

It  is  note-\7or thy,  that  no  fev;er  than  sovon  males  and  t\7o  females 
died  of  various  types  of  heart  disease. 


Water,  During  the  year,  95,000,000  gallons  of  v/ater  were 
sold  to  art  on,  and  32,734,000  gallons  to  the  Railv/ay  Go,  The 
domestic  \7otcr  Supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality. 

r 

HousinR,  The  proBlom  of  Post-V/ar  Housing  is  going  to  Be  a  • 

difficult  one,  I ' consider,  that  if  all  minor  defects  Be  dealt 

\7ith,  as  soon  as  possiBle,  as  they  arise,  this  will  undouBtedly 
decrease  the  very  great  expenditure  necessary  after  the  War,  I  ' 
will  tell  you  again,  that  my  standard  of  housing,  is  tha  t  every  house 

should  Be  fit  for  a  woman  to  have  a  BaBy  in* 

Nutrition.  Both  in  children,  and  in  older  healthy  people,  it 
has  Been  satisfactory,  I..i:just  poinoi  out  that  in  a  semi-rural 
district  like  ours,  the  people  are  ol^v/ays  Better  fed,  than  a 
similar  class  of  people  in  large  tov;r^, 
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Infectious  Diseases,  During  the 

Infectious  Diseases  v/erc  notified:- 

e 

year,  the  following  cases 

•'  _  Measles, 

iOO, 

Scarlet  Fever, 

26, 

¥ho oping  Cough, 

'  19. 

Acute  Pneunonia, 

Erysipelas, 

-1, 

All  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  v/ere  renoved  to  Hospital, 


Your  ohodient  servant, 

(Signed)  ALFRED  A.  MASSER,  M.B.  Ch.B. 

ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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